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Abstract
The conversion of lignocellulosic biomass to bioethanol has attracted renewed attention in recent years because of
its environmental, economic, and strategic advantages. Birch woodchips were used as a raw material due its several
characteristics such as high cellulose and hemicellulose content that can be readily hydrolyzed into fermentable sugars.
Dilute acid hydrolysis was used as a pretreatment process, which can be considered as one of the most promising biomass
pretreatment methods. But there are several challenges and limitations in the process of converting birch wood to
bioethanol. During the biomass pretreatment process degradation products such as furfural and acetic acid, which have
an inhibitory effect on the further fermentation process in the bioethanol production section, may be produce from
hemicelluloses. However both these inhibitors like individual chemicals are very important for the production of many
derivatives.
In order to develop theoretical foundations for joint production technology of furfural, acetic acid and bioethanol
production it is necessary to study the effect of catalyst amount on the production of furfural and acetic acid from birch
woodchips and the content of cellulose in lignocellulose residue after pretreatment process. The effect of catalyst amount
on the furfural and acetic acid production process was studied in a range from 1.5% to 4.0% calculated on oven dried
wood (o.d.w.) hereinafter while temperature and time of the pretreatment process were constant. The obtained results
show that the effect of catalyst amount on the production of furfural and acetic acid and the content of cellulose in the
lignocellulosic residue are very significant. The amount of furfural increased from 6.2% to 10.8% and the amount of
acetic acid increased from 5.2% to 5.8% but at the same time the content of cellulose in the lignocellulosic leftover
decreased from 34.7% to 14.1%, after 90 min from the beginning of the birch wood pretreatment process.
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Introduction
In order to meet the growing demand of people
welfare, in the 20th century a major focus of research
was placed on the development of fossil fuels like
petroleum, coal and natural gas and their processing
(Suganthi and Samuel 2012, Asif and Muneer 2007).
Now this targeted industrial development allows us to
produce different products such as fuels, high-quality chemicals, pharmaceuticals, detergents, synthetic
fibers, various plastics, pesticides, fungicides, fertilizers, lubricants, solvents etc. With the level of welfare increase, the world has sharply increased the
amount of people that have contributed an increase
of industrialization and motorization. This, in turn, has
contributed to the rapid use of fossil fuel resources
(Agarwal 2007, Shafiee and Topal 2009). Therefore, in
the 21st century, fossil energy use and recycling are
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no longer considered to be sustainable and are questionable from both the economic and ecological and
environmental sustainability viewpoints. For example,
the combustion of fossil energy is a major contributor that has increased the level of greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere and has been directly related to the
seriousness of global warming during the last decades
(Agarwal 2007). Therefore, the search for sustainable
and environmentally friendly energy alternative sources, which would continue to meet the needs of our
industry and the consumer society, is currently necessary.
Biomass with an estimated global production of
ca. 1.0 × 1011 tons per year has attracted considerable
attention as an alternative source for both fuels and
chemicals (Binder and Raines 2010). Carbohydrates
represent the major part of biomass, and the catalytic
conversion of carbohydrates into high-value chemiISSN 2025-9230
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cals and fuels is important in both science and commerce. Therefore, scientists around the world are working on the development of new technologies and their
implementation in industry that would enables to convert carbohydrates into high-value products such as
monosaccharides, furfural, biofuels, biogas etc.
Lignocellulosic biomass such as agricultural residues, wood, herbaceous and woody energy crops
(Carriquiry et al. 2010) being a non-food material is
evaluated worldwide as a potential feedstock for the
sustainable production of bioenergy and chemicals in
the near future due to its abundance, availability and
renewability (Phitsuwan et al. 2013). It is well known
that lignocellulosic biomass mostly contains of three
biopolymers  cellulose and hemicelluloses that are
tightly bound to lignin (S ánchez 2009). Due to the
complex structure of lignocellulosic biomass plant cell
walls, it is more difficult to break down into sugars
than starch (Abramson et al. 2010, Harmsen et al. 2010)
that is nowadays the source for bioethanol production (Phitsuwan et al. 2013).
In order to obtain second generation bioethanol or
other valuable chemicals from lignocellulosic biomass,
at first, it is necessary to perform its pretreatment. The
biomass pretreatment process is the most important
stage of the second generation bioethanol production
since a suitable pretreatment procedure involves breaking down cross-links of the matrix of hemicelluloses and
lignin disrupting hydrogen bonds in crystalline cellulose as well as increasing the porosity and surface area
of cellulose for the subsequent fermentation process
(Mood et al. 2013, Alvira et al. 2010).
Universal pretreatment process is difficult to envision owing to the diverse nature of various types
of biomass. A multitude of different pretreatment technologies have been suggested during the last decades,
for example, physical, thermal, biochemical and chemical (Hendriks and Zeeman 2009, Alvira et al. 2010). The
most commonly employed pretreatment method for
wood is autohydrolysis (also called hot water processing or hydrothermal pretreatment). In this method biomass is treated with chemical-free water. There are
only a few papers dedicated to the problem how to
improve saccharification yield and results presented
by them are varied in a wide range of temperature (130230ºC) and pretreatment time (from a few seconds to
several hours) (Palmqvist and Hahn-Hägerdal 2000,
Klinke et al. 2004, Mosier et al. 2005, Lee et al. 2010,
Mood et al. 2013). But to get higher accessibility and
digestibility of cellulose for the enzymatic hydrolysis
process need to use acid pretreatment method (Kumar
et al. 2009, Gírio et al. 2010, Alvira et al. 2010). Unfortunately, degradation products with an inhibitory effect on the further fermentation process may be formed
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from hemicelluloses during this pretreatment process.
These inhibitors have toxic effect on the fermenting
organisms and thus reduce the bioethanol yield and
productivity (Sakai et al. 2007, Klinke et al. 2004).
One of them is furfural (2-furaldehyde) that has
been identified as one of the high-value, bio-based
chemical (Werpy et al. 2004). It is an important chemical solvent, which has been used for separating saturated and unsaturated compounds in petroleum refining, gas, oil and diesel fuel. The furfural derivatives also
have a high demand for using in the plastic, food, pharmaceutical and agricultural industries (Dias et al. 2006,
De Jong and Marcotullio 2010, Xing et al. 2011). Commercially, furfural is produced from the hemicellulosic
part of biomass through the hydrolysis processes with
use of sulfuric acid as homogeneous catalyst and significant quantities of steam (Zeitsch 2000, Mamman et
al. 2008, Riansa-Ngawong and Prasertsan 2011, Yemiº
and Mazza 2011). During the initial stage of hemicellulose hydrolysis, the xylans generate pentose carbohydrates, which are further cyclodehydrated to furfural
(Zeitsch 2000, Xing et al. 2011). In the conventionally
used technologies of furfural production, what are still
based on more or less modified versions of original
Quaker Oats process, its yield generally does not exceed 55% of calculated on the theoretical yield (Zeitsch
2000). Therefore the different furfural production parameters have been varied in several research studies (Agirrezabal-Telleria et al. 2011, Agirrezabal-Telleria et al.
2013) to increase its yield and to improve the situation
with its environmental problems of production due to
toxic waste effluents (Dias et al. 2006, Lima et al. 2008,
Yang et al. 2012). However, they present significant
drawbacks: high furfural-solvent separation costs and
their use would require separate hydrolysis and dehydration steps.
The second inhibitor that can form acetyl groups,
which are bound to different parts of hemicelluloses,
is acetic acid (Klinke et al. 2004). Acetic acid is one of
the simplest organic carboxylic acid. Nowadays acetic acid is important as an intermediate compound for
the industrial production of different chemicals such
as vinyl acetate polymer, cellulose acetate, terephthalic
acid, dimethyl terephthalate, acetic acid esters/acetic
anhydride and calcium magnesium acetate. All these
products are made from petroleum-derived acetic acid
(Cheung et al. 2005).
Till now, there has been no technology that would
enable the joint production of furfural, acetic acid and
bioethanol. To solve this problem and at the same time
to improve environmental issues and make a pretreatment process more cost-efficient the kinetic parameters of the dilute acid hydrolysis process need to be
changed.
ISSN 2025-9230
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The aimed change of the dilute acid hydrolysis
process mechanism can optimize the dilute acid hydrolysis process that allows improving the yield of furfural from hemicelluloses and save more cellulose in
lignocellulosic residue for bioethanol production.
Therefore the objective of this study was to determine
the effect of catalyst amount on the production of
furfural and acetic acid from lignocellulosic biomass
in the dilute acid hydrolysis process and on the content of cellulose in the lignocellulose residue.

Materials and Methods
Raw Material
Technological scale woodchips of birch wood
felled in Latvia were air-dried at room conditions and
sorted by size between 10 and 20 mm.
Prior to determine the effect of the amount of the
catalyst on the formation of furfural and acetic acid from
birch woodchips chemical composition of birch wood
was determined. The identified chemical composition of
the birch wood were the following: acetone-soluble
extractives amount 2.8%, holocellulose amounts 76.9%,
cellulose amounts 46.8%, Klason lignin amounts 17.2%,
acetyl groups 4.2%, and the theoretical yield of furfural
was calculated as 14.7%. All results were calculated from
duplicates on oven-dried wood.
Chemical composition analysis of birch wood
The air-dried birch woodchips were crushed under the particle size of 0.40 mm by Wiley-type mill
according to the TAPPI 257 method Sampling and
preparing wood for analysis to create the diffusion
of reagent into the material and ensure complete reaction of an analytical process. Procedure for determining the amount of acetone-soluble extractives was
applied by the TAPPI 204 method Solvent extractives
of wood and pulp. After that the content of acid-insoluble lignin (Klason lignin) was determined from
Birch wood
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extractives free birch wood samples by the TAPPI 222
method Acid-Insoluble lignin in wood and pulp. The
content of holocellulose was obtained by sodium chlorite method but the content of cellulose in birch wood
and also in the lignocellulosic residue was determined
according to the technique described in literature (Zakis 2008), where the test material was exposed to concentrated nitric acid and ethanol solution. The theoretical yield of furfural was determined using the Determination of potential furfural method (Zakis 2008)
but the acetyl groups were determined according to
the literature (Zakis 2008) that describes transesterification method.
Dilute acid hydrolysis
In this study, a new dilute acid hydrolysis process was used for furfural and acetic acid extraction from
birch wood. The method used makes it possible to increase the yield of furfural from 50% to 70%, calculated from the theoretically possible amount, and to reduce the degree of cellulose degradation allowing the
rest part of lignocellulosic biomass after the acid hydrolysis process to be used for obtaining bioethanol.
Prior to the furfural and acetic acid extraction from
birch wood were started, the woodchips were mixed
with a catalyst solution in a specially constructed
paddle mixer. In this study a dilute sulfuric acid solution, which is commonly used in industrial practice for
obtaining furfural from different plant raw materials,
was used as a catalyst (Zeitsch 2000). After that, birch
woodchips were treated with a continuous steam flow
in the hydrolysis reactor for 90 min at constant temperature (147ºC) that was used basing on the earlier
studies (Brazdausks et al. 2014). This hydrolysis reactor is part of a specially designed pilot plant, which
makes it possible to model the industrial process (ratio 1/1) and is cylindrical in shape. Its dimensions are
the following: D 110 mm × H 1450 mm and volume is
13.7 dm3.
Catalyst solution
mH S O = variable w/w
2

4

Paddle mixer

Water
Hydrolysis
reactor

Raw material
with catalyst
solution

Figure 1. Schematic circuit of the process of
obtaining furfural, acetic acid and lignocellulose
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ISSN 2025-9230

BALTIC FORESTRY
THE EFFECT OF CATALYST AMOUNT ON THE PRODUCTION OF /.../ ACETIC ACID /.../

To ensure a steady temperature in the reaction
zone during the entire process, the reactor has a heat
insulation system with the corresponding automatic
equipment, which allows maintaining a constant temperature during the whole process. All this made it
possible to optimize this technology by applying the
obtained parameters.
The outgoing steam from the reactor that contained furfural, acetic acid and other byproducts (e.g.,
5-hydroxymethylfurfural, methanol, etc.) was condensed and after each 10 min period condensate samples were taken to the analytical testing by GC. At the
end of the hydrolysis process, the steam-treated birch
wood chips were discharged from the reactor, cooled
and weighed.
Gas chromatography
The GC analysis method was used to study the
effect of the catalyst amount on the formation of acetic acid dynamics and its yields in the obtained hydrolysate samples. The concentrations of furfural and
acetic acid were measured by GC (CHROM-5, Czech
Republic) with a flame ionization detector and our own
configured and packed column (100Å 2500 × 3.0 mm)
with diethyl glycol adipate. Helium was used as a
mobile phase at a flow rate of 20 mL/min. The separation was performed at 160ºC, sample injection at 260ºC
and flame ionization detector at 250ºC. All condensate
samples were analyzed by injecting 1 mL from three to
five times. Furfural with the purity of ³ 99.0% (Sigma-Aldrich 319910) and acetic acid with the purity
of ³ 99.0% (Sigma-Aldrich 27225) were used as reference standards. To calculate concentrations of furfural and acetic acid in the hydrolysate samples the
obtained peak areas at first were processed with the
aid of PeakSimple 3.29 program. After that the results
were processed with the aid of MS Excel program.
Amount of
catalyst, [%]
on o.d.w.

1.5

2.0

Time period

2.5

3.0

Results
The effect of catalyst amount on the formation
dynamics of furfural and acetic acid
The catalyst amount is one of the main technological parameters in the furfural production process.
In this study the effect of catalyst amount on the birch
wood pentose monosaccharide dehydration and furfural production process as well as the hemicelluloses polysaccharides deacetylation process were studied in a wide range of concentrations changing them
by 0.5% from 1.5% to 4.0%, calculated on o.d.w., while
two constant technological parameters of the hydrolysis process (temperature and time of biomass treatment) were 147°C and 90 min, correspondingly.
All obtained results were calculated on o.d.w. to
compare the results of the study with theoretical results. The results represent the average values of each
hydrolysis experiment, which do not exceed a 5% variation between the parallel experiments.
As demonstrated by the results of a study on the
production dynamics of furfural increase in the amount
of catalyst from 1.5% to 4.0% after the first 10 min
gives rise in the amount of furfural from 0.86% to 2.79%
accordingly (Table 1, Figure 2), that shows 3-time gain
in production. In the second 10 min period, the amount
of furfural also increased but this time to a lesser extent  from 0.96% to 2.28%, wherein the greatest
amount of furfural was obtained at the amount of the
catalyst 3.5%. Continuing the birch wood pentose
monosaccharide dehydration and furfural formation
process, the amount of furfural formation gradually
decreased and equalized. In the third 10 min period the
lowest amount of furfural 0.85% was obtained at the
amount of the catalyst of 1.5%. Increasing the amount
of the catalyst from 2.0% to 3.5%, the amount of furfural increased in the short range from 1.27% to 1.50%

3.5

4.0

Amount of furfural, [%] from o.d.w.

st

0.86±0.04

1.45±0.02

2.13±0.05

2.53±0.05

2.69±0.04

2.79±0.04

nd

0.96±0.03

1.39±0.01

1.62±0.03

2.22±0.03

2.28±0.03

2.16±0.03

rd

0.85±0.02

1.27±0.01

1.34±0.04

1.49±0.05

1.50±0.04

1.39±0.03

th

0.78±0.01

1.15±0.02

1.19±0.02

1.26±0.04

1.00±0.03

1.02±0.02

th

0.69±0.01

0.93±0.02

0.90±0.04

1.02±0.02

0.72±0.01

0.68±0.02

th

0.60±0.01

0.78±0.02

0.76±0.03

0.84±0.03

0.52±0.02

0.45±0.02

th

0.53±0.02

0.64±0.02

0.61±0.02

0.66±0.01

0.41±0.01

0.36±0.02

th

0.48±0.01

0.55±0.01

0.48±0.01

0.43±0.02

0.29±0.01

0.24±0.01

th

0.44±0.01

0.47±0.01

0.39±0.02

0.36±0.02

0.20±0.01

0.16±0.01

The 1 10 min
The 2 10 min
The 3 10 min
The 4 10 min
The 5 10 min
The 6 10 min
The 7 10 min
The 8 10 min
The 9 10 min
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Table 1. Effect of catalyst amount on the
furfural formation dynamic from birch woodchips
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Figure 2. Effect of catalyst amount on
the furfural formation dynamic from birch
woodchips

Amount of catalyst, [%] on o.d.w.

but at the catalyst amount of 4.0% the amount of furfural was 1.39%. In the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh
10 min periods the greatest amount of furfural that
gradually decrease from 1.26% to 0.66% was obtained
at the amount of the catalyst 3.0%. In the last two 10
min periods, the greatest amount of furfural 0.55% and
0.47% was obtained at the amount of the catalyst 2.0%
but the lowest amount of furfural of 0.24% and 0.16%
was obtained at the amount of the catalyst of 4.0%.
In the birch wood pretreatment process in parallel
to furfural, it is also possible to obtain acetic acid that
can be used in the food industry. Thereby, it is possible to obtain a by-product with a high added value and
to create a cleaner production technology using the
dilute acid hydrolysis pretreatment method for the preparation of biomass for bioethanol production.
As demonstrated by the results of the study on
the formation dynamics of acetic acid (Table 2, Figure
3), increasing the amount of the catalyst in the whole
range, the amount of acetic acid was increased from
Table 2. Effect of catalyst amount on the
acetic acid formation dynamic from birch
woodchips

Amount of
catalyst, [%] on
o.d.w.

The 1 10 min

The effect of catalyst amount on the total yield
of furfural, acetic acid and content of cellulose in
the lignocellulosic residue
Basing on the results of the formation dynamics
of furfural and acetic acid, it can be concluded that

1.5

nd

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

Amount of acetic acid, [%] from o.d.w.
2.04±0.03

2.21±0.04

2.17±0.04

2.28±0.03

2.56±0.03

2.77±0.02

10 min

1.25±0.03

1.31±0.02

1.27±0.02

1.33±0.03

1.34±0.03

1.41±0.03

rd

The 3 10 min

0.65±0.02

0.92±0.03

0.93±0.03

0.94±0.03

0.79±0.03

0.63±0.02

th

0.44±0.02

0.49±0.02

0.41±0.02

0.39±0.02

0.31±0.02

0.32±0.01

th

0.28±0.01

0.26±0.01

0.32±0.02

0.33±0.01

0.23±0.01

0.19±0.01

th

0.20±0.01

0.15±0.01

0.21±0.00

0.23±0.01

0.18±0.01

0.16±0.01

th

0.15±0.01

0.11±0.00

0.16±0.01

0.14±0.01

0.12±0.01

0.13±0.01

th

0.11±0.01

0.08±0.00

0.12±0.01

0.08±0.00

0.11±0.00

0.10±0.00

th

0.09±0.01

0.06±0.00

0.07±0.00

0.07±0.00

0.08±0.00

0.09±0.00

The 2

The 4 10 min
The 5 10 min
The 6 10 min
The 7 10 min
The 8 10 min
The 9 10 min
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2.04% to 2.77% in the first 10 min period. Continuing
the birch wood hydrolysis, the amount of acetic acid
formation sharply decreased. In the second 10 min period of the birch wood hemicelluloses polysaccharides
deacetylation process, the amount of acetic acid increased from 1.25% to 1.41% that was almost twice lower. In the third 10 min period, the greatest amounts of
acetic acid 0.92%, 0.93% and 0.94% were obtained accordingly at the amounts of the catalyst 2.0%, 2.5% and
3.0%. Continuing the birch wood hemicellulose polysaccharide deacetylation process, the amount of acetic acid
gradually decreased and equalized at all amounts of the
catalyst. In the last time period, the amount of acetic
acid was in the range of only 0.06-0.09%.

Time period
st
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Amount
of ofacetic
[%]from
from
o.d.w.
Amaount
acetic acid,
acid, [%]
o.d.w.

3,00
2,75
2,50

The 1st 10 min

2,25

The 2nd 10 min

2,00

The 3rd 10 min

1,75

The 4th 10 min

1,50

The 5th 10 min

1,25

The 6th 10 min

1,00

The 7th 10 min

0,75

The 8th 10 min

0,50

The 9th 10 min

0,25

Figure 3. Effect of catalyst amount on
the acetic acid formation dynamic from
birch woodchips

0,00
1

1,5

2

2,5

3

3,5

4

4,5

o.d.w.
Amount
of catalyst,
Amount
of catalyst,
[%][%]
onono.d.w.

the amount of catalyst has a very significant effect on
the amount of these products from birch wood.
In order to develop a wasteless technology for
bioethanol production from birch wood, it is particularly important to calculate the total amounts of furfural and acetic acid and analyze the content of cellulose in the lignocellulosic residue.
As demonstrated by the results (Table 3), increasing the amount of the catalyst from 1.5% to 3.0%, the
total amount of furfural after 90 min increased from
6.18% to 10.81%, which is almost twice more. In the
range of the amount of the catalyst from 3.0% to 4.0%,
the total amount of furfural was decreased to 9.23%.
The maximum achieved yield of furfural is 10.81% that
is 73.7% as calculated on the theoretically possible
amount obtained at the amount of catalyst of 3.0%.
The results on the total amount of acetic acid from
birch wood showed that increasing the amount of the
catalyst from 1.5% to 4.0% the total amount of the
acetic acid increased linearly. After 90 min, when the
birch wood hemicellulose polysaccharide deacetylation
process was ended, the amount of acetic acid was
increased from 5.22% to 5.80%, which is 87.9-97.6%
from the theoretically possible amount. Like furfural,
the greatest amount of acetic acid of 5.80% after 90
min can be obtained at the amount of the catalyst of
Amount of
catalyst, [%] on
o.d.w.
Total amount
of furfural*

3.0%. Thereby, it is possible to conclude that this
amount of the catalyst is the best one for furfural and
acetic acid co-production.
The results on the yield of the lignocellulosic
residue (Table 3) have shown that increasing the
amount of catalyst within the range studied, its content gradually decreases from 83.55% to 69.60%. Sharpest decrease in lignocellulose from 83.55% to 77.24%
observed in the amount of catalyst range 1.5-2.0%.
Continuing to increase in the amount of catalyst up
to 4.0%, where furfural yield increase, the total yield
of the lignocellulosic residue decreases slighter. These
results on the yield of lignocellulose residue allow
concluding that the structure of biomass was more
destroyed by increasing the amount of catalyst in the
range from 2.5% to 4.0%.
For bioethanol production from the lignocellulosic
residue that was obtained after furfural and acetic acid
extraction by dilute sulfuric acid hydrolysis process,
the necessary part is cellulose. Therefore, it is required
to determine the content of cellulose in the obtained
lignocellulosic residue.
The obtained results show that increasing the
amount of catalyst within the range studied, its content sharply decreases from 34.70% to 14.09% that is
74.15  30.10% from the theoretically possible amount.

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

6.18±0.01

8.63±0.05

9.42±0.03

10.81±0.04

9.61±0.03

9.25±0.04

Total amount
of acetic acid*

5.22±0.04

5.58±0.03

5.65±0.04

5.80±0.01

5.73±0.02

5.79±0.00

Lignocellulosic
residue*

83.55±0.59

77.24±0.95

75.70±0.41

74.04±0.94

70.59±0.79

69.60±0.89

Content of
cellulose*

34.70±0.10

26.45±0.03

25.04±0.07

19.75±0.27

16.75±0.20

14.09±0.07

Table 3. Effect of catalyst amount on
the obtained products from birch woodchips after 90 min of the hydrolysis at
T =147ºC

* All results calculated % on oven-dried wood from duplicates
2014, Vol. 20, No. 1 (38)
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At the amount of catalyst of 3.0%, which is the best
for furfural and acetic acid producing, the content of
cellulose is 19.75%, calculated on o.d.w., which is
42.20% from the theoretically possible amount.

Discussion and conclusions
The amount of catalyst for furfural and acetic acid
production from birch wood by dilute sulfuric acid
hydrolysis has been successfully analyzed. Under
selected conditions of dilute acid hydrolysis, the birch
wood is a promising source of furfural, acetic acid and
bioethanol, which could be used in making of these
products. One can conclude from the results obtained
that for joint production of furfural, acetic acid and
bioethanol from birch wood a compromise between the
obtainable products yields from hemicelluloses and the
content of cellulose in the lignocellulosic residue is
needed.
Basing on the results, the amount of the catalyst
has a much higher effect on the conversion process
of birch wood hemicellulose pentoses into furfural than
the deacetylation process of birch wood polysaccharides. Increasing the catalyst amount from 1.5% to
3.0%, calculated on o.d.w., the total amount of acetic
acid after 90 min increased from 5.22% to 5.80%, calculated on o.d.w., that is 87.94-97.71% from theoretically possible. But at the same range of the catalyst
amount, the total amount of furfural increased from
6.18% to 10.81% calculated on o.d.w., which is 42.1373.69% from theoretically possible amount. Given that,
in the traditional furfural production processes that are
still based on more or less modified versions of original Quaker Oats process (1921), where yield of furfural generally does not exceed 55% of the theoretical
amount (Zeitsch 2000), the obtained result can be
considered as very good.
From the obtained results can be also concluded
that at a greater amount of the catalyst in the hydrolysis process, acetic acid was rapidly formed from birch
wood, and the greatest amounts of acetic acid were
formed in the first three time periods.
Continuing increase in the amount of the catalyst
up to 4.0%, the total amount of furfural decreased to
9.23% that is 62.92% from theoretically possible
amount but the total amount of acetic acid was almost
the same. This furfural decrease can be explained by
the fact that it is a very reactive compound and it is
known that it is able to polymerize with ease in both
acid and basic environment following various routes.
Moreover, in aqueous acidic media, the furan heterocycle is reported to undergo ring opening resulting in
aliphatic open-chain products (Gandini and Belgacem
1997, Hoydonckx et al. 2007). For these reasons in2014, Vol. 20, No. 1 (38)
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creasing the catalyst amount under the same temperature and process time, furfural degrades appreciably
faster. Hence, it can be concluded that the best amount
of the catalyst for obtaining furfural and acetic acid
from birch wood is 3.0%, calculated on o.d.w.
At this optimal amount of catalyst the content of
cellulose in the lignocellulosic residue is 19.75%, calculated on o.d.w., that is 42.02% from theoretically
possible amount. To improve yield of bioethanol
amount, it is necessary to increase the amount of cellulose in the lignocellulosic residue after hydrolysis
process. However, based on the obtained results it is
necessary to change the acid pretreatment conditions
that allow produce more bioethanol and decrease the
production yield of furfural and acetic acid. One of the
compromise is decreased the catalyst amount.
The catalyst amount 2.5% can be one of the compromises that could be achieved. At this amount of
catalyst in the pretreatment process one can obtain
9.42% of furfural, 5.65% of acetic acid and 25.04% of
cellulose in the lignocellulosic residue. Accordingly
from the theoretically possible amount, it is 64.21% of
furfural, 95.18% of acetic acid and 53.50% of cellulose.
These results show that the amount of furfural and
acetic acid is still impressive according to the conventional furfural production processes excepting SupraYield technology.
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ÂËÈßÍÈÅ ÊÎËÈ×ÅÑÒÂÀ ÊÀÒÀËÈÇÀÒÎÐÀ ÍÀ ÎÁÐÀÇÎÂÀÍÈÅ ÔÓÐÔÓÐÎËÀ È
ÓÊÑÓÑÍÎÉ ÊÈÑËÎÒÛ ÈÇ ÄÐÅÂÅÑÈÍÛ ÁÅÐ¨ÇÛ Â ÏÐÎÖÅÑÑÅ Å¨ ÏÐÅÄÎÁÐÀÁÎÒÊÈ
Ï. Áðàçäàóñêñ, Ì. Ïóêå, Í. Âåäåðíèêîâ è È. Êðóìà
Ðåçþìå
Áëàãîäàðÿ ñâîåìó õèìè÷åñêîìó ñîñòàâó, à òàêæå ýêîíîìè÷åñêèì è ýêîëîãè÷åñêèì ïðåèìóùåñòâàì ïåðåðàáîòêè,
ðàñòèòåëüíàÿ áèîìàññà, ñîäåðæàùàÿ ëèãíîöåëëþëîçó, â ïîñëåäíèå ãîäû âñ¸ áîëüøå ïðèâëåêàåò âíèìàíèå ó÷¸íûõ êàê
ïðîìûøëåííîå ñûðü¸ äëÿ ïðîèçâîäñòâà öåííûõ õèìè÷åñêèõ ïðîäóêòîâ, òàêèõ êàê áèîýòàíîë, ôóðôóðîë, êñèëîçà è
äðóãèõ. Â êà÷åñòâå îáúåêòà èññëåäîâàíèÿ èñïîëüçîâàëè ùåïó äðåâåñèíû áåð¸çû â âèäó âûñîêîãî ñîäåðæàíèÿ â íåé
ãåìèöåëëþëîç è öåëëþëîçû, èç êîòîðîé ñ ïîìîùüþ ýíçèìîâ ìîæíî ïîëó÷èòü ìîíîñàõàðèäû äëÿ ïîñëåäóþùåé
ôåðìåíòàöèè. Ïðåäîáðàáîòêó ùåïû äðåâåñèíû áåð¸çû îñóùåñòâëÿëè ñ ïðèìåíåíèåì ðàçáàâëåííîé ñåðíîé êèñëîòû,
÷òî ÿâëÿåòñÿ ñåé÷àñ îäíèì èç ìíîãîîáåùàþùèõ ìåòîäîâ. Â ïðîöåññå òàêîé ïðåäîáðàáîòêè èç ãåìèöåëëþëîç
îáðàçóþòñÿ ôóðôóðîë è óêñóñíàÿ êèñëîòà, êîòîðûå ÿâëÿþòñÿ èíãèáèòîðàìè ïðîöåññà ôåðìåíòàöèè. Â òî æå âðåìÿ
ýòè èíãèáèòîðû ÿâëÿþòñÿ èñõîäíûìè âåùåñòâàìè äëÿ ïðîèçâîäñòâà áîëüøîãî êîëè÷åñòâà õèìè÷åñêèõ ïðîäóêòîâ è
ïîòîìó äîëæíû áûòü âûäåëåíû â ïðîöåññå ïðåäîáðàáîòêè.
×òîáû ðàçðàáîòàòü òåîðåòè÷åñêèå îñíîâû òåõíîëîãèè ñîâìåñòíîãî ïðîèçâîäñòâà ôóðôóðîëà, óêñóñíîé êèñëîòû
è áèîýòàíîëà íåîáõîäèìî èçó÷èòü âëèÿíèå êîëè÷åñòâà êàòàëèçàòîðà êàê íà îáðàçîâàíèå ôóðôóðîëà è óêñóñíîé
êèñëîòû, òàê è íà èçìåíåíèå öåëëþëîçû â ëèãíîöåëëþëîçíîì îñòàòêå, ÷òî ÿâëÿåòñÿ íåîáõîäèìûì äëÿ ðåàëèçàöèè
ïðåäîáðàáîòêè äðåâåñèíû áåð¸çû. Âëèÿíèå êîëè÷åñòâà êàòàëèçàòîðà íà èçìåíåíèå îáðàçîâàíèÿ ôóðôóðîëà è
óêñóñíîé êèñëîòû, à òàêæå íà èçìåíåíèå ñîäåðæàíèÿ öåëëþëîçû â ëèãíîöåëëþëîçíîì îñòàòêå èçó÷àëè ïðè èçìåíåíèè
êîëè÷åñòâà êàòàëèçàòîðà â øèðîêîì èíòåðâàëå îò 1,5% äî 4,0% îò ìàññû àáñîëþòíî ñóõîé äðåâåñèíû (à.ñ.ä.). Ïðè ýòîì
òåìïåðàòóðà è ïðîäîëæèòåëüíîñòü ïðîöåññà áûëè ïîñòîÿííûìè. Ïîëó÷åííûå ðåçóëüòàòû ïîêàçàëè, ÷òî âëèÿíèå
êîëè÷åñòâà êàòàëèçàòîðà êàê íà âûõîä ôóðôóðîëà è óêñóñíîé êèñëîòû, òàê è íà êîëè÷å ñòâî öåëëþëîçû â
ëèãíîöåëëþëîçíîì îñòàòêå ÿâëÿåòñÿ î÷åíü ñóùåñòâåííûì. Ïðè ïðîäîëæèòåëüíîñòè îáðàáîòêè ùåïû äðåâåñèíû
áåð¸çû 90 ìèí âûõîä ôóðôóðîëà óâåëè÷èëñÿ ñ 6,2% äî 10,8%, à âûõîä óêñóñíîé êèñëîòû óâåëè÷èëñÿ ñ 5,2% äî 5,8%
îò à.ñ.ä. Ïðè ýòîì ñîäåðæàíèå öåëëþëîçû â ëèãíîöåëëþëîçíîì îñòàòêå ñîêðàòèëîñü ñ 34,7% äî 14,1% îò à.ñ.ä.
Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: ôóðôóðîë, óêñóñíàÿ êèñëîòà, äðåâåñèíà áåð¸çû, ãèäðîëèç ðàçáàâëåííîé êèñëîòîé,
áèîýòàíîë.
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